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The News

Stakeholder Meeting
The next stakeholder meeting - now called the budget advisory
committee - will be October 14.  CDSA has delivered a letter to
DDS Director Terri Delgadillo and legislators explaining that we,
as stakeholders, must be able to choose our own representatives
and asking for meeting agendas and minutes to make the entire
process more transparent and reflective of community input.

We Still Need Your Help
The legislative session didn't end as we wished.  AB 1260 was
stranded in committee - but we will push again before the
deadline at the end of January.  Our coalition of organizations is
preparing for the next round. 
 
And, as usual, we need your help. 

What have you received or been told by your Regional

Center on implementation of the legislated changes?

What have you heard from families affected by the respite
cuts, transportation changes, least costly provider

provision? 

Send everything you can to Dwight Hansen.  Think of this as your
chance to send him more material than he sends to you.

Outreach to Families
We are putting finishing touches on a PowerPoint presentation for
helping families understand the rules that Regional Centers must
follow when implementing the least costly provider provisions of
the budget trailer bill.  We will distribute this PowerPoint later in
the month and encourage everyone to use this presentation to
educate families.  They need to understand these provisions - and
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Green Barn
Restaurant, Red Bluff
11:30 am-1:30 pm
 
October 15
Bay Area Caucus
Contra Costa Arc
10:00 am-Noon
 
October 20
Orange County Caucus
Project Independence
11:30 am-1:30 pm
 
Institute Board
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm
 
October 21
Public Policy
Committee
Sacramento
10:00 am-3:00 pm
 
Caucus Steering
Committee
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm
 
October 22
San Diego Caucus
PWI
10:00 am-Noon
 
October 23
Seminar on Aging and
Alternative
Customized Program
Components
InAlliance Sacramento
10:00 am-3:00 pm
 
October 26
CDSA Board
Teleconference
10:00-11:30 am
 
October 28
LA Caucus Meeting
Villa Esperanza
Noon-2:30 pm
 

just as important - that we can help them keep receiving the
services they need.  CDSA will send a speaker to make the
presentation if we can follow up with a grassroots organizing
session for the parents.  The Capitol Caucus is already planning a
family outreach event later this year.  We look forward to other
caucuses scheduling similar events.

Training Session on Senior and Alternative
Customized Programs
Unclear how to design a 1 to 8 program for seniors? 
Confused about requirements for the Custom Endeavors Options
(CEO) program? 
 
Sign up for our one-day training program to explore your options
and identify possible challenges to making these programs work. 
The program will run from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, with lunch
provided.  Registration is $50 for the first person from a member
organization and $25 for additional attendees.  The seminar will be
offered:

October 23 at InAlliance in Sacramento 
November 3 at OPARC in Montclair 

Email Melissa Smith to Register now!

The Holiday Schedule
For the rest of the 2009-10 fiscal year, the official DDS mandatory
closure days are:

November 11 - Veterans Day
November 26 - Thanksgiving Day
November 27 - The day after Thanksgiving
December 24 - Christmas Eve
December 25 - Christmas Day
December 28 - The first work day after Christmas Day
January 1 - New Year's Day
January 18 - Martin Luther King Day
February 15 - Presidents Day
March 31 - Cesar Chavez Day
April 5 - Anniversary of George Washington's first veto
May 31 - Memorial Day

 
Yes, it's on the DDS website at http://www.dds.ca.gov/Director
/docs/Letter_UniformHolidaySchedule.pdf.  And, no, they weren't
recognizing the first federal veto.  For those who are curious, April
5 is also the birthday for Booker T. Washington, Bette Davis, and
Colin Powell.

2009 Annual Meeting Follow Up
For those who did not attend the Annual Meeting, it was the best
one ever.  Really.  For those who did attend, we welcome
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Membership
Committee
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm
 
November 2009
 
November 3
PR Committee
Teleconference
10:00-11:00 am
 
Seminar on Aging and
Alternative
Customized Program
Components
OPARC, Montclair
10:00 am-3:00 pm
 
November 10
Upstate Caucus
Green Barn
Restaurant, Red Bluff
11:30 am-1:30 pm
 
Institute Board
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm
 
November 11
Veteran's Day Holiday
 
November 13
Central Coast Caucus
Anderson's Restaurant,
Beullton
9:00-11:00 am
 
November 17
Election for
Nominating
Committee begins
 
Capitol Caucus
InAlliance
10:00 am-Noon
 
November 18
Caucus Steering
Committee
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm

suggestions for speakers, training sessions, and schedule changes
for next year.  PowerPoint files from many presentations at the
Annual Meeting are available from Melissa Smith, msmith@cal-
dsa.org.

Meal Period Waiver Research
CDSA is collecting information on all member agencies' experiences
with the on-duty meal and break period issue.  Please send us any
complaints, from any source (regardless if it is a mere complaint
to a full blown lawsuit).  Send to Chris Rice at crice@cal-dsa.org.

News Coverage on Our Issues
Here's a quick rundown of our media coverage and public relations
since last month's report.  All stories are the result of direct efforts
by R&K Grayling.
 
"Respite Inn in Jeopardy"
Contra Costa Times, August 26, 2009
 
"Programs for Developmentally Disabled Cut in Butte County"
KRCR-ABC 7, August 27, 2009
 
"Budget Cuts Dimming Futures"
Brentwood Press, September 9, 2009
 
Although they achieved some timely coverage on respite care,
there wasn't as much success as the previous month because of
several obstacles, including reporter vacations, Capitol sex
scandals, and a lack of available families to profile.
 
For example, Grayling convinced an LA Times reporter to meet
with a respite care family in Southern California, but the family
canceled the night before the interview and hasn't rescheduled. 
They convinced a Sacramento TV station to profile a Sacramento
family who needs respite care, but when the reporter called to do
the story, the family took an unexpected trip out of the country
and hasn't rescheduled.  Marcey Brightwell reported that she spoke
with a mother in San Diego who would be great to profile because
she was recently told her son's respite hours are being cut. 
However, she refuses to talk publicly for fear of retaliation. 
 
As always, they need names and contact information for
available/willing families to offer reporters to profile.  If you have
news or stories that can help us communicate with the public,
contact us.

Meeting Venues
To help keep registration costs to a minimum, CDSA is planning to
hold the North and South Regional Meetings, Leadership Retreat,
and Board Retreat at members' buildings.  A simple request for
proposals is available on-line. If you are interested in responding
to this opportunity, download the RFP and submit to Melissa Smith.
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November 19
Bay Area Caucus
Contra Costa Arc
10:00 am-Noon
 
November 23
CDSA Board
Teleconference
10:00-11:30 am
 
November 25
Membership
Committee
Teleconference
2:00-3:00 pm
 
November 26
Thanksgiving
Holiday
 
November 27
Black Friday
Holiday

To join a
teleconference, call
1-888-909-7654 and
use PIN 499666#.

 
If you are not a
member of
the board or
committee, please
announce your
presence on the call.

 

Governmental Affairs

AB 287
AB 287 sits on the Governor's desk.  The Governor has until October
11 to decide whether to sign or veto the bill.  Dwight Hansen's
analysis:  The bill was dramatically amended and no longer creates
an employment first policy. It really has only intent language. The
sponsors took all of CDSA's amendments relative to minimum wage
and IPP, so CDSA was neutral. Then, the Senate Appropriations
Committee put a $14 million price tag on it, so the sponsors gutted
the substance.

CARI and Work Contracts

Reminders for CARI Participants
If you haven't already done so, please be sure to sign and return all
original CARI Administrative Agreement and Contracts. Also,
please take a moment to send a copy of your signed state/city
/county contract to the CARI office for recording.

New Opportunities
We are working on identifying more and more contract
opportunities weekly. Contract opportunities are sent out on
Tuesdays. If you're interested in receiving these notifications or
would like bid packets or information about any of the current bid
opportunities, please e-mail Melissa Smith at msmith@cal-dsa.org. 
More opportunities coming soon.

Staff Updates
Andrea Gallippi's daughter Raini was born August 31, weighing 8
lbs, 15 ounces and measuring 21.5 inches.  Andrea will be returning
to work on October 12.

If you have questions about upcoming events, listserv, or CARI,
please contact Melissa Smith, ext. 113.

Upcoming Events and Opportunities

Training Session on Senior and Alternative
Customized Programs
As announced earlier in this newsletter, the Institute is offering a
one-day seminar on how to design a 1 to 8 program for seniors and
an Alternative Customized program.  The program will run from
10:00 am to 3:00 pm, with lunch provided. Registration is $50 for
the first person from a member organization and $25 for additional
attendees.  The seminar will be offered:

October 23 at InAlliance in Sacramento 
November 3 at OPARC in Montclair 
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Email Melissa Smith to Register now!

Mark Your Calendars
We're still working on venues for some events, but put these on
your calendars:

January 20: Northern Policy Meeting
January 27: Southern Policy Meeting
March 16-19: Legislative Conference & end of election
April 19-20: Leadership Retreat

Board & Committee Meetings

California Disability Services Association Board
The CDSA Board approved exploration of pursuing commercial
contracts through CARI and a new document retention policy.  It
consulted with Counsel Jan Richmond, on the meal period waiver
issue, and she will investigate it.  The official review of the audit
will be at the January meeting.  Board members discussed possible
venues for next year's annual meeting, the lobbyist performance
standards, and board member behavior.

California Disability Services Institute Board
The Institute Board revised its plans for seminars for the rest of the
year.  In October-November, there will be seminars on planning the
new senior and alternative component programs.  In the winter,
there will be panel presentations on programming for autistic
clients.  In the spring, there will be a seminar on issues of aging. 
Each seminar will be offered twice, generally once in the north and
once in the south, at venues provided by members.
 
The Board also reviewed registration for the Annual Meeting:  68
full registrations, 9 one-day registrations, and 14 pre-conference
registrations.  Including registrations for speakers, lobbyists, and
staff, 102 people participated in the conference.
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Dynamic Solutions Incorporated Board
The DSI Board elected officers for the year: 

Board Chair:  Chris Rice
Board Vice Chair:  David DeLeonardis
Treasurer:  Patty Enger
Secretary:  Will Sanford

 
Aon Risk Services reported on its safety presentation at the Annual
Meeting, leading to a request for an on-site consultation.  Aon will
provide another presentation at the Spring Legislative
Conference. 
 
Account Executive Lisa Bramasco reported receipt of a broker of
record letter and interest from a potential new client.  She made a
presentation at the Annual Meeting and met with many attendees. 
Some issues with work by the previous insurance broker are being
addressed.

CARI Committee
The Committee is developing the parameters for volunteers from
the Association to conduct outreach and education of new contract
officers.  Conflict of interest is a concern that is addressed in the
procedure.  The Committee has noted that the contract
acquisition process is changing, with set-aide status more likely to
occur at the time of a contract's renewal. 

Caucus Steering Committee
During the Annual Meeting, the Caucus Steering Committee met
with the Membership and Development Committee to develop
parameters for defining new membership categories for CDSA. 
Committee Chair Sam Seaton reports that every caucus is involved
in the activities identified in the strategic plan.  The caucus chairs
are now sharing their minutes, which allows more efficient sharing
of ideas.

Membership and Development Committee
The Committee took the first steps to establishing criteria for
additional membership categories in CDSA.  One of the co-chairs
will participate in future meetings of the Caucus Steering
Committee.

Public Policy Committee
In addition to its official meeting during the Annual Meeting, the
Committee led several other discussions.  Here are the action
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items that emerged. 
 
Members should:

Send all questions or stories of questionable
implementation, Regional Center pressure, family
dilemmas, etc., to Dwight Hansen.

CDSA will:

Deliver training on how to offer the Senior Program and
Alternative Customized Program in October-November.
Develop a training presentation to help prepare
parents/guardians and consumers for their IPP meetings and
what questions they should ask as the least costly provider
provision is implemented.
Send a letter from CDSA to the Director of DDS (copies to
the Legislature) naming our primary representative.  Ask for
openness and transparency (goals; agenda, minutes).  Ask
for appropriate technical skill for the various issues.
Work on alternatives and system re-design.
Distribute Lanterman history PowerPoint to boards, families,
and consumers.
Use technology to get the word out - websites, social
networking, YouTube.
Develop a "stakeholder" list serve or information conduit.

Public Relations Committee
The Committee conducted a SWOT analysis with members of the
CDSA Board to help define resources and needs.  It also met with
two consultants to help develop perspectives for the plan it is
developing.

Who's Who & How to Contact

California Disability Services Association
1029 J St., Ste. 380
Sacramento, CA 95814
P: (916) 441-5844
F: (916) 441-2804

CDSA Staff
Executive Director
Christopher Rice, x 106, crice@cal-dsa.org
Assistant Executive Director
Andrea is on maternity leave until October 12th; please contact
Melissa Smith
Andrea Gallippi, x 111 agallippi@cal-dsa.org
Membership Manager
Jim Scott, x 110, jscott@cal-dsa.org
Office Manager
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Melissa Smith, x 113, msmith@cal-dsa.org
Dynamic Solutions Insurance Broker
Lisa Bramasco, x 112, lbramasco@dynamicsols.com

Caucus Chairs
Bay Area Caucus
Steve Crabiel, (415) 733-0990 x 617, scrabiel@toolworks.org
Upstate Caucus
Carl Ochsner, (530) 343-7994 x 104, carlo@ewtc.org
Capitol Caucus
Justin McCoy, (916) 729-3098, jmccoy@learningarts.com
Central Valley Caucus
Wende Leigh Ayers, (559) 651-8150 x 103, wende@ableindustries.org
Central Coast Caucus
Kirk Spry, (805) 928-5000 x 324, kspry@vtc-sm.org
Inland Empire Caucus
Andrea Wells, (951) 780-8444 x 223, andreaatexceed@aol.com
San Diego Caucus
Mark Berger, (619) 681-1999, mberger@pwiworks.org
LA County Caucus
TBA
Orange County Caucus
Tim Chervenak, (714) 549-3464 x 242, tim@proindependence.org

Committee Chairs
CARI
Ron Killingsworth, (559) 226-6268 x 15, rkillingsworth@arcfresno.org
Caucus Steering
Sam Seaton, (916) 788-2114, sseaton@prideindustries.org
Tim Chervenak, (714) 549-3464 x 242, tim@proindependence.org
Membership & Development
Sylvia Anderson, (909) 428-3833 x 11, programs@industrial-
support.org
Wendy Rogina, (909) 483-5924, wendyr@vipsolutions.com
Public Policy
Will Sanford, (925) 284-3240, willsanford@futures-explored.org   
    Sub: Business Services
    Crystal Nevosh, (805) 238-6630 x 25, cnevosh@nciaffiliates.org
    Sub: Legislative
    Terry Colborn, (916) 485-6711, terryc@essuperior.org
Public Relations
Joyce Hearn, (714) 744-5301 x 101, jhearn2001@yahoo.com
    Sub: Employment Recognition
    Lindsey Smith, (916) 643-1656, LindseySmith@futures-
explored.org

CDSA Board of Directors
President
Carl Ochsner, (530) 343-7994 x 104, carlo@ewtc.org
President-Elect/Treasurer
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Patty Enger, (805) 966-3310 x 14, patty.enger@pathpoint.org
Vice-President
Ron Killingsworth, (559) 651-8150, ron@ableindustries.org
Immediate Past-President
Joan McKinney, (714) 557-6313 x 204,jmckinney@caelwyn.org
Directors
Joyce Hearn, (714) 744-5301 x 101, jhearn2001@yahoo.com
Karen Jones, (909) 624-3555 x 223, karen@pvwonline.org
Carol Rogers, (559) 582-9234 x 3018, crogers@kingsrehab.com
Sam Seaton, (916) 788-2114, sseaton@prideindustries.org
Liz Sutton, (707) 585-1991, liz@nbrs.org

CDS Institute Board of Directors 
President
Nancy Batterman, (858) 565-9870 x 104,
nbatman@communityoptions.org
Secretary
vacant
Treasurer
Will Sanford, (925) 284-3240 x 14, willsanford@futures-explored.org
Directors
Pam Jensen, (707) 468-8824, pamjensen@uvah.org
Joan McKinney, (714) 557-6313 x 204, jmckinney@caelwyn.org
George Molano, (831) 320-9271, gmolano@hopeservices.org
Fred Robinson, (805) 650-8611, frobinson@arcvc.org
Cheryl Whiting-Wright, (310) 523-5115, cwrightdcp@hotmail.com
Kirby Wohlander, (858) 467-0600, kirbyw@tmi-inc.org
Vic Wursten, (916) 550-6005, vwursten@prideindustries.com

DSI Board of Directors 
Chair
Chris Rice, (916) 441-5844 x 106, crice@cal-dsa.org
Vice-Chair
David De Leonardis, (916) 568-5230 x 301,
davidd@crossroadsdiversified.com
Corporate Secretary
Will Sanford, (925) 284-3240 x 14, willsanford@futures-explored.org
Treasurer
Patty Enger, (805) 966-3310 x 14, patty.enger@pathpoint.org
Director
Lane Ronnow, (661) 378-3300, sir@jps.net 

For more information regarding CDSA's monthly newsletter, please
contact Melissa Smith at msmith@cal-dsa.org.
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